


The Glo ri ous Har vest
by Dale Rum ble

Preface

A move of the Holy Spirit is touch ing lives in many places around
the world. Laugh ter, weep ing, trem bling, shak ing, fal ling to the floor, and
signs of drunk en ness are some mani fes ta tions occasionally seen in meet -
ings. These are blended with tes ti mo nies of a new aware ness of God’s love.

What is hap pen ing? Are we ex pe ri enc ing a new “great awak en ing?” 
What should our re sponse be?

I be lieve there is a di vine sig nifi cance to what is tak ing place, and
that it can be un der stood within the con text of the end- time har vest that is
des tined to close this age of grace.1 I fur ther be lieve that God is be gin ning
to pre pare His peo ple for the many dif fi cul ties and the great in gath er ing
that lies ahead.

Introduction

Har vest . . . that won der ful sea son when farm ers gather in the fruits
of their la bor.

It has al ways been har vest time for the church. The world is a field
that has been white for har vest in every gen era tion. The great com mis sion
to gather in that har vest has never been taken back.

How ever, a fi nal in gath er ing lies ahead for the church that is to tally
dif fer ent than all pre vi ous har vests. Be cause of the eter nal con se quences
from what will take place, it is im pera tive that we be liev ers un der stand
why this ul ti mate har vest is dif fer ent and what makes it so uniquely im por -
tant.

The fol low ing are where these dif fer ences will ex ist:

• The con di tion of the field

• The con di tion of the grain that is har vested

• The sea sons

• The mag ni tude of the har vest

• The tares

• The sov er eignty of God; His role in the har vest
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Let us ex am ine each of these six ar eas so as to bet ter pre pare our -
selves as prof it able la bor ers for the Lord of the har vest. A church that fails
to move in the Lord’s vi sion and pur pose for His har vest will be a fail ure in
that day.

The fol low ing par able by Je sus pro vides vi tal and per ti nent un der -
stand ing of this fi nal har vest.

. . . the one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is 
the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the king -
dom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one, and the har vest is the
end of the age; and the reap ers are an gels . . . The Son of Man will
send forth His an gels, and they will gather out of His king dom all
stum bling blocks and those who com mit law less ness . . . Then the
right eous will shine forth as the sun in the king dom of their Fa ther.
He who has ears, let him hear. (Mat thew 13:37-39, 41, 43)

Condition of the Field

. . . and the field is the world . . . (Mat thew 13:38)

In di vidu als and na tions are sub jected to evil in flu ences from the god 
of this world, both by forces on earth that rep re sent his realm of dark ness,
and by spiri tual forces of wick ed ness lo cated above in the heav ens. The
church is also re strained by these prin ci pali ties and authori ties in the heav -
ens. There are spe cific evil per son ali ties placed by Sa tan over cit ies, re -
gions and na tions. Through these prin ci pali ties and de mons, Sa tan at tacks
be liev ers in many ways; how ever, one of his great est strate gies is turn ing
be liev ers against one an other to bring dis unity in the church. This is epito -
mized in the words that God uses to de scribe Sa tan: “the ac cuser of our
breth ren.”

As this age draws to a close, Sa tan knows that his time is short. As a
con se quence, he will ini ti ate new heights of law less ness in both con duct
and de cep tion upon the earth (Mat thew 24:4-24; 1 Timo thy 4:1; 2 Pe ter
3:3-4; Jude 17-19). The prophet Isaiah speaks of these days as fol lows:

For be hold, dark ness will cover the earth and deep dark ness the
peo ples . . . (Isaiah 60:2)

The fol low ing words de scribe the in habi tants on earth in the last
days: lov ers of self, dis obe di ent to par ents, lov ers of money, boast ful, ar ro -
gant, re vil ers, bru tal, un grate ful, un lov ing, ir rec on cil able, hat ers of good,
treach er ous, con ceited, lov ers of pleas ures, de void of the Spirit, worldly
minded and mock ers.
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In re al ity, these words de scribe the field from which the har vest is to
be reaped. Law less ness will abound in the evil, world sys tem of that day,
mak ing it the most dif fi cult field in his tory for the church to reap from.

Condition of the Grain

In an other par able, Je sus de scribes the con di tion of many who will
be saved in the last days.

. . . go out at once into the streets and lanes of the city and bring in
here the poor and crip pled and blind and lame . . .Go out into the
high ways and along the hedges, and com pel them to come in, that
my house may be filled. (Luke 14:21, 23)

As a con se quence of the grow ing evil in so ci ety, one in which moral
ab so lutes in the fam ily, schools and courts have been cor rupted and where
de cep tion is ram pant, many con verts in the fi nal in gath er ing will be more
crip pled in body, soul and spirit than in pre vi ous har vests.

Through mercy and com pas sion the Lord will reach out and bring
into His king dom many of the dys func tional souls that so ci ety has dis -
carded. He will build His house with bro ken boards, bent nails and warped
shin gles. Ma te rial that man has thrown away will be come pre cious ma te -
rial in the Lord’s hands. Thus, we can ex pect many to come to Christ from
the sin- ridden streets of our cit ies. 

When we also con sider that this fi nal har vest will be gath ered from
every na tion on earth, which in cludes Is lamic coun tries, Ja pan, China, Is -
rael, and cul tures which to day are closed and re sis tant to the gos pel, we be -
gin to rec og nize that the grain will be more dif fi cult to reap, and re quire
greater care and shep herd ing than the souls from pre vi ous har vests. House
churches will play a vi tal role. The power of God must ac com pany the
preach ing of the word. Tra di tional meth ods and min is tries sim ply will not
suf fice. The Lord must in ter vene to give all la bor ers His heart of mercy,
com pas sion and love, and the church must be come a spiri tual hos pi tal.
With out these di vine re sources much of the grain would be lost.

The Seasons

Fol low ing the Ref or ma tion, there were long sea sons be tween sow -
ing and reap ing in world evan gel ism. Travel and com mu ni ca tion tech nolo -
gies, in clud ing lit era ture pub li ca tion, were in their in fancy. Much time was
re quired by mis sion ar ies to travel to their for eign field, learn the na tive lan -
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guage, trans late scrip ture into that lan guage, and then teaching them to
read be fore there were con verts.

At the turn of this cen tury, bap tism in the Holy Spirit and spiri tual
gifts in tro duced more of the power of God which served to dem on strate
and prove the gos pel. All of these fac tors have helped to re duce the time
be tween sow ing the word of God and reap ing souls for Christ.

At the end of this cen tury, be cause of a wider em pha sis of the power
of God in preach ing the gos pel, and be cause of tech no logi cal ad vances
such as tele vi sion, sat el lites, video and audio me dia, and the per sonal com -
puter, there has been a fur ther short en ing of the sea son be tween sow ing and 
reap ing. How ever, the prom ise of God for the last days is even fur ther
change in this trend.

Be hold, days are com ing, de clares the Lord, when the plow man will
over take the reaper and the treader of grapes him who sows seeds . .
. (Amos 9:13)

Not only will the field and grain be most dif fi cult, but there will also
be es sen tially no sea son be tween sow ing and reap ing. A great har vest
would ap pear to be an im pos si ble task!

Magnitude

Be cause of our hu man ten dency to cali brate things by what has hap -
pened in the past, it is very dif fi cult for us to grasp the di men sions of what
lies ahead.

There is no pat tern for the fu ture; no re vival or har vest from the past
can com pare to the in gath er ing that will close this age.

Un for tu nately, the faith of many be liev ers, es pe cially in Amer ica,
has been weak ened by a the ol ogy that proj ects fail ure for the end- time
church; one where she barely es capes de struc tion through the rap ture, in -
stead of a vic to ri ous, over com ing church that has im pacted every na tion on 
earth.

The his tory of Is rael in the Old Tes ta ment re volved about three ma -
jor feasts. The first of these feasts, Passo ver, was ful filled by the death of
Je sus. He was the Passo ver Lamb. The sec ond feast, Pen te cost, was also
ful filled on the day of Pen te cost that fol lowed our Lord’s res ur rec tion. The
feast that has yet to be ful filled is the Feast of Tab er na cles (Feast of In gath -
er ing). There is a har vest as so ci ated with each feast. Je sus was the first-
 fruits at Passo ver; the har vest of souls through out the church age re lates to
the out pour ing of the Holy Spirit at Pen te cost. The feast of Tab er na cle is
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the fi nal great, end- time har vest that will close this age, be ing con sum -
mated by our Lord’s re turn (James 5:7-8). It will be the ul ti mate and larg est
har vest of all. 

God has prom ised to pour out His Spirit on all man kind (Joel
2:28-32). This dou ble por tion of the Holy Spirit is lik ened to the early (fall) 
and lat ter (spring) rains which bring the crops in Is rael to a ma tur ity for har -
vest (Joel 2:23; Hosea 6:2-3).

And the thresh ing floors will be full of grain, and the vats will over -
flow with the new wine and oil. (Joel 2:24)

The in gath er ing will be so great that the abun dance will make up for
what was not gath ered in pre vi ous har vests be cause of Sa tan’s de monic at -
tacks.

Then I will make up to you for the years that the swarm ing lo cust
has eaten, the creep ing lo cust, the strip ping lo cust, and the gnaw ing
lo cust . . . (Joel 2:25)

The prophet Isaiah de scribes na tions and kings of the earth be ing
drawn to the glory of God rest ing upon the church (Isaiah 60:1-7).

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you . . . . But the Lord will rise upon you. And His glory
will ap pear upon you. And na tions will come to your light, and
kings to the bright ness of your ris ing. (Verses 1-3)

Verses six and seven iden tify five re gions of Is lamic peo ple who will be in
this com pany of the re deemed. As ful ness of Gen tiles comes to pass, Is rael
as a na tion, will also re turn to the Lord (Ro mans 11:25)

The Lord speaks of this har vest in an other par able, one which de scribes the 
hir ing of la bor ers at dif fer ent hours of the day to work in a vine yard. The la -
bor ers who were hired last, at the elev enth hour, were hon ored above the
other la bor ers by be ing paid first at the close of the day; pre suma bly be -
cause of the greater abun dance of fruit they had gath ered (Mat thew
20:1-16).

All peo ple will be brought to a place of de ci sion as the gos pel of the king -
dom is pro claimed.

 Mul ti tudes, mul ti tudes in the val ley of de ci sion! For the day of the
Lord is near in the val ley of de ci sion. (Joel 3:14)

It will be a glo ri ous har vest. Sa tan will seek to take as many to hell
with him as he can, but the bat tle for souls will be long to the Lord!
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The Tares

The end- time har vest will also be unique in that it is the only one in
which tares will be gath ered out from among the good grain. Tares look
like true grain. How ever, at har vest, grain will bend low with the weight of
ripe ker nels, whereas tares stand erect hav ing no fruit. Through out church
his tory, tares have al ways ex isted in that which the world calls Chris ten -
dom. Re lig ious but with out Christ, they have cor rupted the wit ness of true
be liev ers. A vi tal part of this har vest will be the re moval of all stum bling
blocks and those who com mit law less ness (Mat thew 13:30, 39-43).

This purg ing work of the Holy Spirit will pre pare the bride for her
Lord’s re turn; once the tares are gone, the saints will shine forth as the sun
in the king dom of their Fa ther.

Hence, the har vest is not only a day of in gath er ing, but also a day of
sepa ra tion and pu ri fi ca tion.

Just as many will be drawn to the Lord be cause of God’s glory upon
the church, oth ers will fear the glory and run from the light be cause their
deeds are evil. Be cause these in di vidu als will not re ceive the truth so as to
be saved, they shall be de ceived and drawn away by the mys tery of law -
less ness, that even to day, is at work in the world.

There will come a cli max in law less ness brought about by a visi ble
un veil ing of the man of law less ness, the son of de struc tion, to the world (2
Thes sa lo ni ans 2:3). He will be an in car na tion of evil who will work great,
ly ing signs and won ders of de cep tion. God will al low this reve la tion of evil 
to be a de lud ing in flu ence upon those who ref use to come to Him, so that
they might be lieve what is false.

And for this rea son God will send upon them a de lud ing in flu ence so 
that they might be lieve what is false, in or der that they all may be
judged who did not be lieve the truth, but took pleas ure in wick ed -
ness. (2 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:11-12)

Thus, in a time of great shak ing and spiri tual war fare, the tares will
be gath ered to gether out from among the grain.

The Sovereignty of God

When we con sider the first five ar eas of dif fer ence that char ac ter ize
the fi nal har vest, it has to be ob vi ous to all that it is an ut terly im pos si ble
task for the church to day to ac com plish. Only the sov er eignty of God can
bring it to pass; and this is the sixth dif fer ence that will mark this har vest.
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The Lord has es tab lished His throne in the heav ens; and His sov er -
eignty rules over all. (Psalm 103:19)

God fore knows all things, and what He has pur posed to do will take
place; noth ing will stop it! Eve ry thing tak ing place in the earth does so
within the con text of God’s per mis sive or di rec tive will. Con sider the fol -
low ing ex am ples of His sov er eignty:

• Sa tan can only go so far in his at tacks on us. Pon der the story of Job,
and Je sus’ words to Pe ter:

Si mon, Si mon, be hold Sa tan has de manded per mis sion to sift you
like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail . . .
(Luke 22:31-32)

• It is God who raises up and brings down na tions and lead ers (Psalm
47:8). The na tion of Is rael is a good ex am ple.

And He made from one, every na tion of man kind to live on all the
face of the earth, hav ing de ter mined their ap pointed times and the
bounda ries of their habi ta tion. (Acts 17:26)

• Many are called, but God sov er eignly chooses some in di vidu als for
His pur pose. Abra ham, Jo seph and Paul are ex am ples.

• Church his tory re veals that God has sov er eignly moved many times
dur ing pe ri ods of back slid ing to re vive His in heri tance. The great
awak en ing is one such ex am ple. Re viv als are fruits of His sov er -
eignty.

And that is what the Lord is be gin ning to do to day. He is sov er eignly 
bring ing His fire into the church. He in tends to pre pare His body to bring in 
the har vest; and our need is very great! The dark ness that will cover the
earth is evi dent to day, but where is the glory that should be seen on the peo -
ple of God? This is the key is sue.

Dis unity is per va sive in the church. While there are many good pro -
grams and zeal to evan gel ize, there is not the love, mercy and com pas sion
nec es sary to ef fec tively bring in the poor, crip pled, blind and lame from
our streets; nor is the power of God pres ent as it should be to dem on strate
the gos pel of the king dom to all na tions (Mat thew 23:14).

We can not even imag ine the great work in the earth that the Lord is
go ing to do through His body. Noth ing can stand be fore a united church,
that with pu rity of heart, is com mit ted to wor ship and in ter ces sion—a
church crowned with the glory of God!

It is im por tant to have faith as He moves to pre pare us in these days.
There can be many, strange mani fes ta tions when He touches the depths of

7



our hearts, for it is here that change must be gin. Our flesh can not but re -
spond when He touches our in ner most be ing so deeply. Jere miah de scribes
such an ex pe ri ence as fol lows:

. . . my heart is bro ken within me, all my bones trem ble; I have be -
come like a drunken man, even like a man over come with wine, be -
cause of the Lord and be cause of His holy words. (Jere miah 23:9)

Thus, some be liev ers may ex pe ri ence laugh ter, weep ing, fal ling to
the floor, vi sions, etc. Such things are not to be pro moted, they are not to be
sought, they are not to be feared, nor should one be alarmed by them. They
are not a sign of greater spiri tu al ity. They sim ply arise from the in ten sity by 
which God sov er eignly touches hearts.2 The fruit that fol lows the mani fes -
ta tions is im por tant; that is what must be judged. The tran si tion of re newal
will not be with out pain. Psy cho logi cal and de monic com po nents can be
ex pected to sur face, as well as attention- seeking be hav ior. Good lead er ship 
will han dle such things so that they do not de tract from the pur pose of  God.
As the Lord moves in re newal power, some in the church will op pose what
is tak ing place. How ever, they will  not be able to with stand the sov er -
eignty of God.

The glory will come to the church as hearts are pu ri fied and His peo -
ple come into greater in ti macy with Him. We need to re mem ber that there
can be no glory on the church apart from hu mil ity and bro ken ness. There is
no place for pride or self- sufficiency. As Lord of the har vest, He alone will
re ceive all the glory, for He alone can bring it to pass.

As sin in creases in the world, there will also be an in crease in per se -
cu tion, suf fer ing and even mar tyr dom for some be liev ers. How ever, God
will sov er eignly in crease His grace as He reaches out to all man kind in a fi -
nal great dem on stra tion of love and mercy be fore the day of His wrath and
judg ment comes. This grace, which re veals the love and com pas sion of Je -
sus, is where our hope is to be fo cused.

There fore, gird up your minds for ac tion, keep so ber in spirit, fix
your hope com pletely on the grace to be brought to you at the reve -
la tion of Je sus Christ. (1 Pe ter 1:13)

A sig nifi cant as pect of God’s re newal to day is His sov er eign work in 
the hearts of chil dren, pre par ing them for the days ahead. Pos si bly be cause
he knows this, Sa tan is seek ing to de stroy the youth of to day. It is quite pos -
si ble that the elev enth hour la bor ers will come from our chil dren and
youth. This high lights the great re spon si bil ity that par ents and church lead -
ers have in train ing chil dren, a min is try that was fore told by the prophet
Mala chi (Mala chi 4:5-6).
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The Open Heavens

A unique event, one that brings a cli max of good and evil dur ing the
har vest to come, takes place when Sa tan and his an gels are thrown down to
the earth from heaven.

A mighty cul mi na tion of God’s power and author ity, along with un -
prece dented law less ness, is des tined to take place near the end of this age.

A great hin drance to the church is the op pres sive, re strain ing in flu -
ence of evil by prin ci pali ties and pow ers in heav enly places. Sa tan is prince 
of the power of the air (Ephe si ans 2:2). Spir its of con dem na tion, de cep tion, 
de spair, de pres sion, hope less ness, etc., in con cert with Sa tan’s ac cu sa tions, 
are con stantly op pos ing the saints.

As a con se quence, God will sov er eignly arise to shake all things; not 
only on earth but in heaven as well (He brews 12:25-29). Pow ers of the
heav ens will be shaken (Mat thew 24:29). It will be a time of in tense per se -
cu tion, with mar tyr dom be com ing a door way to glory for some (Reve la -
tion 12:11; Mat thew 24:9-13, 21-24). Over comers will arise (Reve la tion
2:26-27, 3:12, 21; 2 Timo thy 2:11-12). Unity and power will be re stored to
the body of Christ. The min is try of an gels will again be com mon place; per -
haps even more than in the early church.

This will take place in a time of great spiri tual war fare. This war fare
will be mani fest on earth through in ter ces sion, wor ship and the gos pel of
the king dom. In heaven, war fare will be waged by the army of an gels led
by Mi chael, who do bat tle with Sa tan and his an gels (Dan iel 12:1; Reve la -
tion 12:7).

The re sult of this cos mic war fare will see Sa tan and his an gels cast
out of heaven onto the earth (Reve la tion 12:8-9). This cli mac tic event has
two con se quences:

1. Heaven will be open above the church. There will no longer ex ist
the hin der ing in flu ence of Sa tan, the ac cuser of our breth ren, in the
heav ens. As a re sult, great power and author ity will rest upon the
church re sult ing in signs and won ders never seen be fore upon the
earth (John 14:12).

. . . now sal va tion, and the power, and the king dom of our God and
the author ity of His Christ have come, for the ac cuser of our breth -
ren has been thrown down, who ac cuses them be fore our God day
and night. (Reve la tion 12:10)
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2. Be ing cast into the earth, Sa tan will im part all his power and
author ity in the man of sin. This son of de struc tion will be visi bly
pres ent in the world, and by great ly ing signs and won ders, he will
de ceive all who dwell on the earth whose names are not writ ten in
the Lamb’s book of life (Reve la tion 13:8).

Paul’s sec ond epis tle to Thes sa lonica pres ents a sce nario of this man 
of sin’s sud den ap pear ance. It shows how the Lord uses the de cep tion of his 
false signs and won ders to gather to gether all un be liev ers, in clud ing the
tares.3 The fol low ing two verses of scrip ture are taken from the Con cor dant 
Lit eral New Tes ta ment be cause of its more ac cu rate trans la tion of the
Greek words “gi no mai” mean ing “to be” or “to be come,” and “mesos”
mean ing “midst.”

And now you are aware what (or who) is de tain ing (or re strain ing)
for him to be un veiled (or re vealed) in his own era (or time). For the
se cret of law less ness is al ready op er at ing. Only when the pres ent
de tainer may be com ing to be out of the midst. (Verses 6 and 7)

And then that law less one will be re vealed whom the Lord will slay
with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the ap pear ance
of His com ing. (Verse 8)

Sa tan will con tinue to be a re strain ing in flu ence in the heav ens
against the church un til the day that he and his an gels are cast out of heaven 
onto the earth. At that time, in or der to be wor shipped as God, he in vests his 
power and author ity in a man through whom the ful ness of his law less ness
then be comes sud denly visi ble to the world. Thus the man of law less ness
come to be (or ap pears) out of the midst of man kind. He is then able to de -
ceive un be liev ers by ly ing signs and won ders which God al lows in or der to 
gather to gether all who would not be saved.

Cul mi na tion of the har vest takes place when the Lord Je sus re turns
to gather His church to Him self; at that time He will de stroy the law less one 
by the bright ness of His com ing.

Conclusion

We can not, and we must not, an tici pate the fu ture based on what has
hap pened in the past. There is no pat tern in church his tory that will fore tell
what lies ahead. Like Noah, we must pre pare for un heard of times that we
have never be fore ex pe ri enced.
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Do not call to mind the former things or pon der things of the past.
Be hold, I will do some thing new, now it will spring forth; will you
not be aware of it . . . (Isaiah 43:18-19)

The church to day is  not in a po si tion spiri tu ally for the task ahead,
and God is sov er eignly aris ing to pre pare her. A deep work is be ing done in
hearts. We need a pas sion for God, one that will in ter cede in love, mercy
and com pas sion for the lost, while rec og niz ing that it will not be our might
or power, but by His Spirit, that the har vest will be brought in.

Much of what man has built in the church will be shaken. Je sus must
re store her so that He is truly Lord and Head in all things. She is be ing pre -
pared for glory!

Our Fa ther is re veal ing how much He loves us just as we are! As we
re spond to His over tures of love, He changes us, for we must have His heart 
to be suc cess ful in the har vest field. Mani fes ta tions that may take place to -
day are not what is im por tant; how we are changed for to mor row is im por -
tant—very im por tant!

Lord, light the fire in our hearts; help us be hold Your glory in the
face of Your Son, and pre pare us for the days ahead . . . .Amen.
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